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8/30/21 Weekly Washington Update 
 
Headlines to Know 

 August for the Biden Administration was supposed to be devoted to highlighting 
the President’s economic agenda, which is now being assembled into the $3.5 
trillion reconciliation bill. However, President Biden hasn’t held an event devoted 
to a piece of that legislation since the Afghanistan evacuation crisis began. His 
schedule this week is dominated by briefings and remarks related to Afghanistan, 
Hurricane Ida, and the coronavirus pandemic, which has hit another grim 
milestone as the seven-day average of hospitalizations has again topped 
100,000 a day. Congress will likely be heavily focused on these three issues as 
well. 

 House Democrats will take the first steps toward assembling the $3.5 trillion 
budget reconciliation package this week, with the Natural Resources Committee 
rolling out its $25.6 billion piece Monday, followed by a markup Thursday. The 
real lifting is expected after Labor Day, when 11 other House committees will 
start marking up their portions before a September 15th deadline. 

 

Other News to Know 

 Democratic leaders are discussing a possible way out of the upcoming debt 
ceiling fight: Make President Biden responsible for suspending the borrowing 
cap, and let lawmakers vote to override him if they can. The procedure would be 
akin to what Congressional leaders and the Obama administration used to get 
out of a similar impasse in 2011, when U.S. credit was downgraded for the first 
time after frantic last-minute negotiations. But implementing such a mechanism, 
which Biden could still veto even if passed, would still require GOP support in the 
Senate. Republican leaders are staunchly opposed to raising the debt ceiling. 

 

This Week on Capitol Hill 

Hearings and Markups of Interest: 

 Wednesday, September 1st | 10:00 AM House Armed Services Committee 
Markup of H.R. 4350 - National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 

 Wednesday, September 1st | 12:00 PM House Homeland Security Subcommittee 
on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innovation meeting on 
Stakeholder Perspectives on the Cyber Incident Reporting for Critical 
Infrastructure Act of 2021 

 Wednesday, September 1st | 1:00 PM House Small Business Committee 
meeting on What Comes Next? PPP Forgiveness 


