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8/23/21 Weekly Washington Update 
 
Headlines to Know 

 As the House pauses its August recess in order to vote to advance the bipartisan 
infrastructure bill and broader budget blueprint, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
remains locked in a standoff with a group of nine moderate Democrats who are 
pushing for the chamber to take up the bipartisan infrastructure bill (HR 3684) 
ahead of and separately from the $3.5 trillion budget resolution. Both measures 
passed the Senate earlier this month. 

 Efforts to evacuate Americans and allies from Afghanistan have continued to 
command the attention of Congress. White House officials believe they have 
most Americans out of the country already; there were 11,000 Americans 
registered with the U.S. embassy in Kabul before the Taliban takeover. The 
Biden Administration estimates that the vast majority of remaining evacuees will 
be Afghans. 

 Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona has said that public schools who want to 
institute mask mandate rules cannot be denied federal funds, even if their state 
governments try to pressure them out of mask mandates. The announcement 
comes after Florida state government threatened to withhold funding for schools 
in Broward and Alachua counties if they imposed mandatory mask rules, but the 
Biden administration has proposed using federal funds to make up the difference. 
Cardona has made it clear that the administration is prepared to launch 
investigations into states barring masking rules through the Office for Civil Rights. 

 

Other News to Know 

 Vice President Kamala Harris will meet with senior leaders in Singapore and 
Vietnam this week as the Biden administration looks to deepen its relationships 
in Southeast Asia, a region with growing significance to global trade and 
investment. Harris is not expected to provide concrete commitments to expand 
trade in the region. The Biden administration has hit pause on free trade 
agreements for the time being and has expressed reservations about joining 
existing trade pacts such as the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

 Secretary Cardona announced Thursday that the Department of Education will 
automatically and routinely cancel the federal student loans of Americans who 
have total and permanent disabilities, significantly expanding a Trump-era policy 
that has applied to disabled veterans. 

 



Page 2 of 2 
 

8/23/21 Weekly Washington Update (continued) 
 
This Week on Capitol Hill 

Hearings of Interest: 

 Monday, August 23rd | House Committee on Rules business meeting on S. Con. 
Res. 14—Setting forth the congressional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2022 and setting forth the appropriate budgetary 
levels for fiscal years 2023 through 2031.; H.R. 4—John R. Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act of 2021; Senate Amendment to H.R. 3684—Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act 

 

Schedule of Floor Activity: 

 The House is in session this week. 

 The Senate is not in session. 


