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10/04/21 Weekly Washington Update 
 
Headlines to Know 

 Congress has still not raised the debt ceiling and the October 18th deadline is 
swiftly approaching. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has stated that the 
government will reach their debt limit on the 18th and the Treasury Department 
will not be able to borrow any more money to fund government operations. 
Republicans are currently filibustering Democrat’s attempts to raise the debt limit 
by a simple majority vote. Senate Democrats find that hypocritical because they 
agreed to raise the debt limit for the GOP tax cut bill and, therefore, helped incur 
these debts. The Senate Parliamentarian's office has stated that there are 
several routes Democrats could take to raise the debt ceiling, such as passing a 
debt-limit reconciliation package with only a majority vote. Democrats are fearful 
that passing a separate debt-limit reconciliation package could jeopardize the 
bigger bill. 

 Late last week, Democrats successfully avoided a government shutdown. 
President Biden sided with progressives to delay voting on the bipartisan 
infrastructure package. Now, the budget reconciliation package and bipartisan 
infrastructure package are linked once again. President Biden also confirmed 
speculation that because of the narrow majority in the Senate, the budget 
reconciliation package will most likely be reduced from $3.5 trillion to around $2 
trillion, which gives moderates a big win.  

 Data scientist Frances Haugen has revealed herself as the whistleblower behind 
a massive exposure of the innerworkings of Facebook. Haugen claims that 
Facebook chose “profit over safety” and broke the law by misleading investors. 
Her testimony in front of Congress is scheduled for this week. This could have 
implications on future internet privacy policy and reforming Section 230 of the 
Communications Decency Act. 

 

Other News to Know 

 The Department of Transportation’s funding deadline is now approaching. 
Democrats are eager to pass the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill by the October 
31st deadline. 

 

This Week on Capitol Hill 

Hearings of Interest: 

 Tuesday, October 5th | House Science, Space, and Technology: Investigations 
and Oversight Subcommittee hearing on Balancing Open Science and Security 
in the U.S. Research Enterprise 



Page 2 of 2 
 

This Week on Capitol Hill (continued) 

Hearings of Interest: (continued) 

 Tuesday, October 5th | 10:00 AM Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Hearings to examine and consider updates to the Mining Law of 1872. 

 Tuesday, October 5th | 10:00 AM Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and Data Security 
Subcommittee Hearings to examine protecting kids online, focusing on testimony 
from a Facebook whistleblower. 

 Wednesday, October 6th | House Small Business Committee hearing on SBA’s 
Entrepreneurial Development Programs 

 Wednesday, October 6th | House Education and Labor: Higher Education and 
Workforce Investment Subcommittee hearing on Homecoming: The Historical 
Roots and Continued Contributions of HBCUs 

 Wednesday, October 6th | House Energy and Commerce: Communications and 
Technology Subcommittee hearing on “Strengthening Our Communications 
Networks to Meet the Needs of Consumers” 

 

Schedule of Floor Activity: 

 The House has committee work this week, 10/4/2021. 

 The Senate is in session this week. 


